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SECOND PILSUDSKI CABINET
On August 23 the Slawek Government suddenly resigned. On
August 25 President Moscicki accepted a new Government, com-
posed of the same Ministers as before with the striking difference
that Pilsudski became Prime Minister as well as Minister of War
and a new-comer in the person of Colonel Beck, till then his chef
de cabinet, was appointed Minister without portfolio, which
covered his acting as Vice-Premier. Slawek resumed full activity
as head of the Government Block, and prepared the way for an
appeal to the country. On August 30 Moscicki decreed the dis-
solution of the Parliament and a general election for the Seym on
November 16 and a week later for the Senate. In his message the
President said that he had reached the conviction that the Parlia-
ment which had been in existence was unable to reform the
Constitution, though its reform was imperative.
During September and October Pilsudski gave several inter-
views dealing in his own trenchant fashion with Parliamentarism
in general and Polish Parliamentarism in particular. One of these
referred to arrests of former deputies on September 10 in accor-
dance with an official communique of that date, and Pilsudski
justified them on the ground of the absolute need of cleansing
political life in Poland. Eighteen deputies—Socialist, Populist,
National Democrat and Ukrainian, including Witos who had
thrice been Prime Minister—were incarcerated in the fortress of
Brest-Litovsk, charged with both civil and political crimes; later
they were joined by Korfanty and others on similar charges;
arrests followed in various parts of the country; in all about 90
former deputies and others were imprisoned. In the meantime
the CentroleWy less the Christian Democrats, formed an electoral
Block under the name of the Union for the Defence of Law and
Popular Liberty, and on September 24 Daszynski as its leader
addressed a letter to the President in which he said he was afraid
that the elections would not be "free and honest." On the other
hand, some of the Populist Piast Party declared for the regime.
On October 7, 1930, twenty electoral lists or tickets were
published of candidates for the Seym and twelve for the Senate;

